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Ad Design

Registration:

Designing ads for offset printing on newsprint requires special attention.  Because we are dealing with such porous paper, trapping, separations and registration should be considered when designing an ad for print on newsprint. 

Things to Avoid: 

Over saturation of Color:  

The maximum ink density of any area should not exceed 260.  For example, if you created a file that had a color made up of these percentages: C=80 / M=20 / Y=100 / K=50, the result is an ink density of 250. 

Note: Same applies to 4/C separations
Rich Black Type:

Don’t use black type that is made up of multiple colors.  For example: C=50 / M=50 / Y=0 / K=100 make a nice dark black when registration is perfect, but when this is done to type smaller than 20 point and/or registration if slightly off, the type can become unreadable.  Use 100% black type when possible, especially in areas with small font size.  Also, trapping for black type should be set to overprint the background.  This protects the integrity of the small type if registration should shift slightly during the print run.  

Small White Type on complex colors:

Avoid using small white type on colors composed of multiple process colors.   Reverse type smaller then 20 point, may not be readable on the finished product.  

Dot Gain:  

When designing your ad, consider that you ad may be printed on newsprint, which is an extremely porous paper.  Estimate that the dot gain will be about 30%.

Digital Specifications
Images, fonts and color layout:
Photo’s scanned at 300dpi.

Convert all B/W photos to GRAYSCALE mode.

Covert all color photos to CMYK mode.
Convert all black type to 100 black. Minimum font size 10pt

Use Postscript fonts.

Create spot color using a process color plate (cyan or magenta).

PDF files:
Make sure all photos are updated and linked. Postscript fonts are loaded and linked.

PDF document size should be to finish size. Live area must be centered in the PDF document.

We prefer single page PDF files but will accept single PDF with multiple pages in sequential order. (Note: Please use our PFD setting. Ask for our Freedom Printing Starter Kit)
Naming Convention:

Use only the alphabet, numbers, or underscore. 

Sample = Pg#_publicationname_publicationdate
Any questions please do not hesitate to call our PrePress staff at; 714-704-5854 or 714-704-5867







